Walking Along

FIRST and ASH Streets

(Service station at corner of Main and North Ash, where Rimco is located today.)

By June Head
April 2011
Three members of the Montezuma County Historical Society, Tom Johnson, Virginia Graham and
June Head, have reviewed the properties and offered this information. Each of us has lived in or
near Cortez in excess of 60 years.
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Notes: This information is from the personal files of June Head. It is furnished to the Cortez
Historic Preservation Board at their request. The material may be used for any historic purpose
as deemed necessary by the members of this Board but may not be published in complete form,
for profit, without my permission. The accuracy of the information is not verified. Title Search
was not made to ascertain the owners of each particular property. A majority of the information
has been obtained thru newspaper articles and my personal knowledge. It was done by me as I
felt the information would be lost if I did not attempt to record the history of our area but you may
have a different version of the information. The source of my information is my personal
knowledge unless otherwise noted at the end of that particular property.
Many of the properties referred to are in the “Cortez Original Townsite”. In 1888, when Cortez
was platted it contained only a total of ten blocks in the town. The Cortez Land and Investment
Company filed this plat in the Records of Montezuma County on 20 August 1890. Arbecam Street
is the northern boundary; Maple Street is the western boundary, Sixth Street is the southern
boundary and Washington Street is the eastern boundary. One half portions of each of the blocks
at the boundary lines appear to have been used. The date a dwelling was built is from
Montezuma County Assessor’s records as of March 30, 2011.

This tour begins at the corner of E. First and S. Ash Streets.
207 E. First Street: Lots 13, 14, 15, and 16, Block 48, Cortez Original Townsite.
This residence was built as a 1½ story house in 1889/90 and is the oldest house
in Cortez in basically the same condition as when it was built. In 1889, Mrs. J.
W. Hanna received a “Certificate of Sale” from the Sheriff for this property. In
1890 she sold all of Block 48 to W. J. Blatchford and taxes were being paid on
this property indicating a structure had been built. In 1903, Mrs. Margaret (P.T.)
Guillett purchased the property from Mr. Blatchford. In 1965, Billy and Virginia
Graham purchased the property for their personal residence.
219 E. First Street. Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, and 18, Block 48, Cortez Original
Townsite. The house was reportedly built in 1930 but the committee feels it may
have been earlier as Bert Saylor, one of the early residents of Cortez, stated this
house was “one of the first good resident homes to be built in the new town and
is presently owned by G. H. Pruner.” It is believed Dr. Oren Pruner, who was a
practicing veterinarian in Cortez, built this home. Dr. Pruner moved to California
to be a government meat inspector at a packinghouse in the mid 1930’s and
possibly sold it to his brother, G. H. Pruner. This building is presently used as a
commercial building by Baja, Inc.
Turn north and begin walking up the east side of S. Ash Street.
“Jimmy’s” (Transmission) Corner – 210 E. First Street: Lots 16, 17 and 18,
Block 33, Cortez Original Townsite. This corner was the home of two properties.
On the corner was located “The Diner” which specialized in home-cooked meals
and pies. Chuck and Betty (Pruner) Herndon purchased a passenger railroad
car from the Rio Grande Southern in Durango in1947. The car had no wheels
but Amos Frazier transported it to Cortez where it was placed on a foundation.
The east wall of the railroad car was torn out and a ten foot extension was added
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on in order to make this a "sit down restaurant with tables and chairs as well as a
counter with stools.” The kitchen was on the north end of the car. Laura Pruner,
Mother of Betty, came daily to prepare the pies and pastries. The Diner opened
for lunch and dinner only, and closed at 10:00 P.M and during the month of
January. The Herndon’s owned the Diner for 6 years but later sold the business.
Next to the alley, the Olsie Harris home and a laundry were located. The home’s
entrance was on South Ash Street with “Harris Serv-U-Self Laundry” in a large
building on the alley. This laundry had the old wringer-tub type machines. Mr.
Harris was a plumber by trade but built the laundry for public use. He had a lot of
problems with the machines as many people over-loaded the machines and he
also spent many hours “unwinding the clothes” from the wringers on the top of
the machines.
Retail Building – 201 E. Main Street: Lots 11 and 12, Block 23, Cortez Original
Townsite. This was built in 1927 as an “add on” for a retail store, and was the
home of several liquor stores throughout the years. It is the present site of
“Abundant Life.”
City Hall Corner – Main and N. Ash Street: The date of the original Town Hall
building has not been found. It was located where the existing City Hall is located.
It was a white square, one story building. The photo below was taken in June 1955
just prior to the building being moved in preparation for the building of the New City
Hall. Behind the old Town Hall and on the alley a “long” building had the “city jail”
with quarters for the jailer plus a small area for maintenance purposes.

30 N. Ash Street - Cortez Fire Department - Main Fire Station. Lots 19 and
20, Block 32, Cortez Original Townsite. This is the site of a house previously
known as the new Joe McClure house. It was sold about 1942. The house was
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two-story with the main level being built of adobe brick and the 2 nd story of frame
with a full basement. The City of Cortez purchased this house for use of the Fire
Department. When the house was to be removed it was sold to Everett Belcher
who moved it to North Beech Street. In order to move the adobe brick, Curtis &
Steve Belcher, Everett’s sons, with Bill Baysinger, a well-known carpenter, knew
the adobe walls had to be removed. They broke six to eight foot holes in the
walls and then put in a wooden frame wall and threw the adobe bricks in the
basement, which helped fill up the basement area. Siding was installed and the
local house-movers moved the house to the present location. (Per Curtis Belcher
in phone interview).
34 N. Ash. Lots 15 & 16, Block 32, Cortez Original Townsite. This residence
built in early 1935 as a single family residence by William Watson. In later years,
Dr. E. E. Johnson purchased the property for use of his family. His daughter,
Ingrid Hartley, lived there for many years prior to her death. During the time the
Dr. Johnson family lived at the Johnson Hospital on Main Street (site of
Turquoise Motel), a playhouse was built for Ingrid and her friends to play in and
away from the Hospital. The Turquoise Motel was built on the site of the hospital
and the family of Dr. Johnson then moved the playhouse to the back yard of this
house on North Ash. Many young friends of the Johnson family were very
grateful to Doctor and Jimmie Johnson for a place to “play doctor/nurse” to our
dolls and to each other. In looking at the playhouse today, it looks the same as it
did in the 1930’s.
44 N. Ash Street. Lots 17 & 18, Block 32, Cortez Original Townsite. This single
family residence was built about 1929/30 by William Watson who also built the
house at 34 North Ash. A few years later, this residence housed the Rice Dairy
where residents could pick up “bottles of milk at Rice’s in Cortez.”
104 N. Ash Street – Lot 17 and 18, Block 17, Cortez Original Townsite. The
residence was built in 1897. Early ownership has not been determined. It was
the residence of Leo and Augusta Grasse who came to Cortez in 1908 to open a
boot and harness shop in the new town. Their business “Leo Grasse’s Boot and
Harness Shop“was on the southeast corner of Main and Ash in the present
location of The Abundant Life health food store. The Cortez City Hall on Main
Street is across the street.
112 N. Ash Street - Lots 15 & 16, Block 17, Cortez Original Townsite. The house
was built in 1906. Ownership of the property has not been determined; however,
the above members recall this may have been the home of Jim Honaker, an
early businessman who owned several butcher shops.
114/116/118 N. Ash Street – Apartments – Lot 13, Block 17, Cortez Original
Townsite. This dwelling has three apartments. The buildings were erected in
1941. A tour of the area on March 30th did not reveal any past information as it
was felt this lot may have contained some type of shed (coal and wood).
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205 E. Montezuma Ave. – Lots 11 & 12, Cortez Original Townsite. The house
was built in 1933. The house was built by Fred Johnson who moved to Cortez in
1928/9 to become the new manager for J. C. Penney Store on Main Street. Dan
Milenski, a local attorney, may have purchased the property from Fred Johnson.
After Mr. Milenski’s death, Paul and Billie Posner of “Posner Clothing Store” on
Main Street were owners of the property. Vencil Lester, Superintendent in the
Cortez Schools, lived in the house for several years.
Cross N. Ash Street and begin walking south.
147 E. Montezuma Ave. – Lots 1 & 2, Block 18, Cortez Original Townsite. The
County Assessor’s office states this house built in 1897. John P. Soens was one
of the earliest businessmen in Cortez. He had a meat market probably on the
corner of Main and Beech Streets. He purchased the lots in 1910. The existing
house was probably a Tom Omo built house in 1910; however, Mr. Soens may
have had some type of dwelling on the property when Mr. Omo built the house.
After John Soens moved, Mr. Eaton, paint storeowner and partner of Hays and
Eaton, moved into the property in September 1915. Other owners through the
years were Chet Maynes, owner of the Star Grocery, Jim Barrett, and R. F.
Gilpin.
123 N. Ash Street – Lots 19, 20 & 21, Block 18, Cortez Original Townsite.
House built in 1897. This house for many years has been referred to as the “Guy
Harrison” home. In 1905, C. J. Harrison, father of Guy Harrison, opened a state
bank called the First Bank of Montezuma Valley and conducted it in the “stone
block” until 1908. In that year C. J. Harrison had his bank incorporated under a
national charter and renamed it the Montezuma Valley Bank. His son, Guy
Harrison, came later and took charge of the bank at Cortez. Mrs. Harrison (Opie)
was a very talented lady who instructed many of the young people in Cortez in
piano lessons. She also had a beautiful voice and sang at many functions held
in the new town. At present, the house is under renovation and remodel but it is
noted the owner is not changing the historic appearance of the dwelling. The
Harrison family was a well-known early family in Cortez. (Information on banking from
interviews by Stephen J. Smith who was instrumental in opening the first bank in Cortez with E.
S. Turner in 1887 and was closed in 1891. Later the bank was conducted by Mr. Smith. From
1891 until 1905 Cortez had no bank.)

101 N. Ash Street – Lots 22, 23, 24, Block 18, Cortez Original Townsite. The
house was built in 1904. This house for many years has been referred to as the
“Davis H. Sayler residence.” Mr. Sayler was an early business man on Main
Street, was a Civil War Veteran, and served as Postmaster at Cortez. For many
years Mr. Sayler’s two daughters continued to reside on the property.
143 E. North. Lots 23 and 24, Block 31, Cortez Original Townsite. House built in
1908 and known for many years as the “I.O. Miller House”. The house had a dirt
basement about 4’ deep and built on rocks on the inside. It also had a “widow’s
walk” on top of the house. Dr. I. O. Miller was a doctor but when he lost one of
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his first patients, he gave up medical practice and became a schoolteacher and
Superintendent of Schools (per Ray Patten, family member). Their son, J. T., lost
his wife Josephine in 1911, and their four children, John, Robert, Helen
(Steerman) and Mary Jo (Patten) lived with Dr. Miller and his family until their
graduation and/or marriage. This was a favorite gathering place for the young
friends of the four grandchildren.
35 N. Ash. Lots 21 and 22, Block 31, Cortez Original Townsite. The two-story
house was built in 1908 by Joe McClure and was known as the “old McClure
house.” This house had 2 baths, one upstairs and one downstairs with three
bedrooms upstairs. On the north side of the house there was a door that went
direct into the stairwell. Downstairs there was a porch off the kitchen. The sink
was in a cubbyhole in the kitchen and had room for one person. The kitchen had
a gas cook stove and a warm morning heater heated the house. When you
entered the house you walked into the dining room. The living room was on the
south end of the house. There was one bedroom and a bath downstairs;
however, you had to walk through the bathroom to get to the bedroom. There
was no basement or garage.
Main Street and N. Ash Street: A service station was on this corner for many
years (see cover photo). It was small with one gas pump and a small, one room
office. In the 1930’s there were not many automobiles; therefore gas stations
were found on the corners that made accessibility easy to get to the pumps.
Vacant Lot – 145 E. Main Street: Lots 2 thru 5, Block 34, Cortez Original
Townsite. The building known as the “Chevy Garage” was built in 1929. It was
built of native stone quarried from the Baxstrom Quarry and built by Harry
Baxstrom and his son. Dick Wilson built the building for a theatre (the first one in
Cortez). The projection room was a small room located several feet above the
floor and was accessed by a flight of stairs. This same room was used as the
office for the Chevy Garage. In 1931 G. H. Pruner of Cortez Motor Sales moved
into the building. In 1956, “Giff” Pruner was awarded a plaque for 25 years
service as a Chevrolet Dealer. In later years, it was the home of Marsell Motors.

6

Apartment Complex on E. First Street and S. Ash: Lots 19 thru 24, Block 34,
Cortez Original Townsite. Ira Sturtevant and his wife, Edah, built this apartment
complex about 1940 and for many years they were known as “Sturtevant
Apartments.” The family also owned the Cortez Lumber and Hardware Store
located on the site of “Bru’s House of Color”. In later years, Edah remarried to
Bill Peterson and the name was changed to “Peterson Apartments.” Ownership
of the apartments has changed throughout the past 20 years.
Turn west (right) on E. First Street.
Calkins Building -121 E. First Street. This building was started in 1909 as the
second school built for Cortez. In 1928 the middle addition was added. The
building was built to its present size about 1934 when President Roosevelt’s
Work Progress Administration and Public Works Administration provided a good
portion of the cost. During the 1937-38 term there were more than 425 children
enrolled in the grades, over 225 in high school. In May 1938 the school
graduated its largest senior class, thirty-eight. After World War II, all twelve
grades were housed in the building although some of the grades had to be
temporarily placed elsewhere (gymnasium, churches, etc.)
Sixty-three
Montezuma Cortez High School Seniors in the Class of ’47 were the last
graduating class from this building. The building was later named the “Calkins
Building” and has been used as the School Administration Building the past few
years. At the present time, plans are to restore the old building for use by the
school and other organizations.
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Underwood Plaza – Corner of S. Beech and E. First Street. Lots 15,16,17,18,
Block 34, Cortez Original Townsite. In the fall of November 1908, the corner
stone for the new Methodist Church was laid. Its membership totaled about 50
people. It took two years to complete the church building and the first services
were held in 1910. In 1908, the minister came but had to camp out on the
location until the church parsonage (located on 1st street) was completed for his
use.

In 1968, a new Methodist church was built at 515 N. Park St. in Cortez and the
old church was demolished. In 1976, Dr. Lincoln Underwood built the medical
buildings on this corner. The old trees located on this corner were probably some
of the first trees planted in Cortez.
Gymnasium for Cortez – E. First Street – East of Calkins Building: Students
and interested citizens built this gym in 1919 as it was decided that to have a
more complete athletic program a gymnasium was needed. Money for the gym
was collected from pledges of students and interested citizens. All labor and
much of the materials were donated. Townspeople figured that at the time it was
built the gym was worth $8,000 of which only $5,000 had been put into it. The
gym was finished by January 1922.
Upon entering the building there was a large balcony on both sides of the
building where the spectators sat and could look down on the gym floor. On the
south wall was a large stage used for plays, etc. At a later date, classrooms
were made in the basement with each classroom having separate covered
entrances. The last entrance on the south was the shower/locker rooms. In the
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wintertime, basketball,
volleyball,
tumbling
and calisthenics were
taught. “Gym Circus”
was held featuring
race, relays, tumbling
and pyramiding. All
banquets,
band
concerts, graduation
exercises and other
school activities were
held in the gym and
many
civic
organizations
used
this building, including
the annual fund drive
for the Cortez Fire
Department’s
St.
Patrick’s Dance. This
was a great building,
used
by
the
townspeople and the
school system.
Daniel Tschop Blacksmith Shop – 22 E. First Street. Portion of Lots 17 and
18, Block 35, Cortez Original Townsite. Records indicate this building was built
in 1928; however, Mr. Tschop had a blacksmith shop in operation in 1898 per
newspaper information. The shop may have been in this location with the
building built in 1928. Daniel Tschop passed away in 1929 but members of his
family continued to operate the blacksmith shop. In later years, the Methodist
Thrift Shop was located in this building.
Tullis Chiropractic – 15 E. First Street: Lots 13 and 14, Block 46, Cortez
Original Townsite. The building was built in 1926 as a residence. On the corner
was the McMillan Building built in 1888. Old maps and history (1900-1920)
indicate a residence was located at this site during this time; however, further
research of the old records has not been done. It may have been one of the
earlier residences in Cortez and built around 1900.
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Return to the corner of S. Ash and E. First Streets. Continue walking east on E.
First Street to S. Washington St. Turn south (right) on S. Washington St.
107 S. Washington. Lots 1, 2, 3, 4, Block 13, F. R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town
of Cortez. This building was constructed as a residence in 1926. In the 1930s,
the Carl and Ruth Duncan family lived in this home. Mr. Duncan was
Superintendent of Schools in the Cortez system. In later years, the Val Kruse
family lived in this home.
147 S. Washington. Lots 11 and 12, Block 13, F. R. Coffin’s Addition to the
Town of Cortez. This house was built in 1940. For many years this was known
as the home of Paula Tripp, a well-known employee of Citizens State Bank of
Cortez.
Cross S. Washington Street and turn north (left) on the east side of the street.
104 S. Washington. Lots 15 and 16, Block 14, Coffin’s Addition to the Town of
Cortez. This was built as a residence in 1908. For many years, Mr. Filey, a wellknown carpenter, lived in this residence.
100 S. Washington. Lots 13 and 14, Block 14, Coffin’s Addition to the Town of
Cortez. (This legal description verifies that this property was not a part of the
original ten blocks of Cortez.). House built in 1911 and located on the East
Corner of 1st and South Washington Streets. For many years this home was
known as the “Ted Allen Home”.
Cross to the west side of S. Washington Street and walk north.
45 S. Washington. Lots 11 and 12, Block 12, F. R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town
of Cortez. House built in 1925 as a two-story residence. Frank Shaddell,
Montezuma County official, and his family lived in the home for several years and
it was known as the “Shaddell Home”. Later residents were Noah and Nadine
Barlow and this house became known as the “Barlow House”.
35 S. Washington. Lot 9, Block 12, F. R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town of Cortez.
House built in 1933. No further information is known on this property.
25 S. Washington. Lots 7 and 8, Block 12, F. R. Coffin’s Addition to the Town of
Cortez. The house was built in 1931. For many years it was the home of the Val
Kruse family. Prior to moving to Montezuma Avenue, Creighton M. Rauh, a well
known Cortez businessman, resided in the home. Mr. Rauh was a brother of Mrs.
Myron Kruse, the mother of Val Kruse. The home is still owned by a member of
the Kruse family.
Turn around, walk back to E. First St., turn right and walk to the corner of E. First
and S. Ash Streets.
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