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Background

 1996- Historic Preservation Board 
established

 2010- Cortez became a Certified 
Local Government

 Cortez has received 7 grants to 
fund survey efforts in the city’s 
Original Townsite

 Cortez obtained a SHF Grant to 
develop a Survey Plan to guide 
future preservation efforts 



Funding Acknowledgement

 State Historical Fund Grant Number 2021-SP-001

 The activity that is the subject of this presentation has been financed in part with 
Federal funds from the National Park Service, U.S. Department of the Interior for 
History Colorado. However, the contents and opinions do not necessarily reflect the 
views or policies of the Department of the Interior or History Colorado, nor does the 
mention of trade names or commercial products constitute an endorsement or 
recommendation by the Department of the Interior or History Colorado.

 This program received Federal financial assistance for identification and protection of 
historic properties. Under Title VI of the Civil Rights Act  of 1964, Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973, and the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, as amended, the 
U.S. Department of the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, 
national origin, disability, or age in its federally assisted programs. If you believe you 
have been discriminated against in any program, activity or facility as described 
above, or if you desire further information, please write to:

Office of Equal Opportunity

National Park Service

1849 C Street, N.W.

Washington, D.C. 20240



Survey Plan Accomplishments

 Synthesized past survey efforts

 Utilized GIS mapping and historical 
records to identify potential clusters 
where future surveys could be 
concentrated

 Completed a windshield survey 

 Utilized and supplemented existing 
historic contexts

 Developed maps of future survey 
areas

 Conducted public meetings

 Developed survey priorities with cost 
estimates

Imagery source: Google Earth



Project Area

Imagery source: Google Earth



Cortez Windshield Survey



Property Types



Property Types



Survey Results

 Multiple individual resource identified, then grouped into themes



Survey Results

 Subdivisions identified

 Integrity Level within 
Subdivisions



Survey Priorities



Priority 1- Auto Tourism



Priority 1- Individual Commercial



Priority 1- Individual Residential



Priorty 1- Subdivisions
 Ertel

Heights

 Kemper

 McBride

 Park 
Ridge



Priority 2- Quonset Huts



Priority 2- Subdivisions

 Verde Vu

 Hiltsville

 Pinon 
Grove

 McBride 
#2



Priority 3- Churches



Priority 3- Subdivisions

 Koehler/ Phelan/ 
Slavens

 Coffins Addition

 Paradise Village



Priority 3-Subdivisions

 Montview

 South Addition

 Remaining 
Original Cortez 
Townsite



No Survey Recommended

 Chamberlin’s Addition

 Mesa View

 McClellan

 Morningside

 Stratton

 Mobile Home Parks



Auto- Tourism Survey Kick-off!



Sunshine Motors- 1204 E Main St.



Auto/ Tourism Resources

110 N Broadway (1958)

17-19 S Broadway (construction 

date unknown)

100 N Pinon Dr. (1958)



237 N Broadway (1958) 275 S Broadway (1955)

535 E Main (1958)531 S Broadway (1946440 S Broadway (1957)

400 E Main (1959)



645 E Main (1957)

1120 E Main (1959) 2040 E Main (1958)921 E Main (1972)

640 S Broadway (1968)

728 S 

Broadway 

(1950)



2110 S Broadway (1958) 2604 E Main (1957)



What’s Next?

 Each property will be:

 Researched

 Surveyed

 Photographed

 Mapped

 Evaluated

 Survey Report Created



How can you help?
 Do you have knowledge of the history of any automobile or tourism properties in 

Cortez? These could be drive-ins, gas stations, motels, etc… 

 Do you have any photographs related to the1950s-1970s automobile tourism era 
in the area or buildings related to it?

 Do you know of any former owners of these properties?

 Do you know any previous business names that operated out of these buildings?

 Do you have any memories or stories of any of these buildings or others from the 
era that may no longer be standing?

 If so, please contact:

Jennifer Wahlers, 

ARCH Professionals

Jennifer@archprofessionals.com


