
Color the wonders in and around Cortez, Colorado



Table of Contents

Claret Cup Cactus (Echinocereus coccineus) by Abby J. Fox........................................................  
Cliff Palace in Mesa Verde National Park by Cynthia Switzer......................................................  
Ancestral Pueblo by Sophia Borchers...........................................................................................  
Canyons of the Ancients National Monument & the Three Sisters by Katie Giebler................  
Yarrow (Achillea millefolium) by Sandra Beirne..............................................................................  
Prickly Pear Cactus (Opuntia) by Anne Englert.............................................................................  
Cliffrose (Cowania mexicana) and the Mesa Verde Plateau by Blake Pirslin................................  
Cortez Milling Company (309 N Market Street) by Ashley Nolan..................................................  
Chimney Rock Jailhouse and Black Bear by Natalie Whitmer......................................................
Cabin in the Rocky Mountains by Olive Gray................................................................................
Wild Mustangs with the Mesa Verde Plateau by Kate Rowan.....................................................
Mountain Lion and Sleeping Ute Mountain by Teegan Schlagel.................................................
McElmo Canyon Orchard by Ashley Nolan....................................................................................
51 Years at the Cortez Farmers’ Market by Deb Silverman........................................................
Notah Dineh Trading Company (345 W Main Street) by Deb Silverman.......................................
Cortez Livestock Auction and Sale Barn (12129 US 491) by Ashley Nolan..................................
Main Street Cortez by Blake Pirslin................................................................................................
Civilian Conservation Corps Camp in Cortez, circa 1940 by Ryan Spittler..................................
Basin Industrial Bank (25 N Market Street) by Joel Gamache........................................................
Calkins School (121 E  First Street), circa 1909 by Piper Green.......................................................
Wilson Stone Block Building (2 W - 16 W Main Street ) by Susan Keck.........................................
Grace’s Kitchen & St. Barnabas Church (110 W North Street) by Alia Trice.................................
Ertel Funeral Home (42 N Market Street) by Aida McDowell........................................................
Sunflower Theatre and KSJD Radio Station (8 E Main Street) by Aida McDowell......................
Flower Cottage (30 N Market Street) by Ashley Nolan.................................................................
Cortez Cultural Center (25 N Market Street) Native Dancers by Aida McDowell........................
Cortez Cultural Center (25 N Market Street) by Alia Trice.............................................................
Fiesta Theatre (23 W Main Street) by Ronin Wise..........................................................................
Ute Café (17 S Broadway) by Ashley Nolan....................................................................................
Burger Boy Drive-In (400 E Main Street) by Abby J. Fox...............................................................
Ute Mountain Rodeo by Jim Siscoe...............................................................................................
Blue Bird Flour, Cortez Milling Co. (309 N Market Street) by Ashley Nolan................................
Bald Eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) Carson Acter ....................................................................
Bobcat (Lynx rufus) Darbee Iverson.................................................................................................
Canyon Cecilia Cunningham................................ ...........................................................................
Sand Canyon & Collared Lizard (Crotaphytus) Annalise Cunningham..........................................

KSJD Radio Marmot Verde Designs...............................................................................................
Montezuma Valley Sleeping Ute Mountain View Tommy Tunnell...............................................

Car Rafe Obrien .................................................................... .........................................................
U2-Bomber Landing at the Cortez Airport in 1959 Jessica Lykins.............................................

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
7
8
9

10
10
11
12
12
13
14
15
15
16
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35

“Hawkins Preserve” cover art by Aida McDowell

Many of the buildings in this coloring book are registered as historic landmarks with the City of 
Cortez historic preservation registry. Three of the buildings: Ertel Funeral Home, the Calkins Building, 

and the Sunflower Theatre are listed with the National Register of Historic Places.
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Canyons of the Ancients National Monument & the Three Sisters
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Wild Mustangs with the Mesa Verde Plateau
by Kate Rowan

Mountain Lion and Sleeping Ute Mountain
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51 Years at the Cortez Farmers’ Market
by Deb Silverman

Deb SilvermanNotah Dineh Trading Company (345 W Main Street)
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Civilian Conservation Corps Camp in Cortez, circa 1940
by Ryan Spittler

Basin Industrial Bank (25 N Market Street)
by Joel Gamache
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Calkins School (121 E First Street), circa 1909
by Piper Green
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Ertel Funeral Home (42 N Market Street)
by Aida McDowell
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19



Flower Cottage (30 N Market Street)
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by Aida McDowell
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by Ashley Nolan
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by Darbee Iverson



30

Canyon
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U2-Bomber Landing at the Cortez Airport in 1959
by Jessica Lykins



Carson Achter lives in Dolores, Colorado. At the creation of this book, he is an elementary school student at Battle 
Rock Charter School.

Sophia Borchers grew up in Mancos, Colorado. You can find her on Instagram @sophie.b.arts and  wildbrushllc.
square.site.

Sandra Beirne lives in Durango, Colorado and enjoys visiting Cortez to feed the ducks near the library and bike at 
Phil’s World.

Annalise Cunningham lives in Cortez, Colorado. At the creation of this book, she is a 4th grade student at Battle 
Rock Charter School.

Cecilia Cunningham lives in Cortez, Colorado. At the creation of this book, she is a 1st grade student at Battle Rock 
Charter School.

Anne Englert lives in Dolores, Colorado. You can find her on Instagram @englertanne.

Abby J. Fox lives in Mancos, Colorado. You can find her on Instagram @abbyjfox and abbyjfox.com.

Joel Gamache lives in Cortez, Colorado. He is an archaeologist and steward of the old Basin  
Industrial sign.

Katie Giebler volunteered on a farm in McElmo Canyon in the summer of 2023 and was struck by the beauty of the 
area.

Olive Gray was born and raised in Cortez, Colorado. At the printing of this book, she is a middle school student in 
Cortez. 

Piper Green lives in Dolores, Colorado. At the printing of this book, she is a high school student  
in Dolores.

Darbee Iverson lives in Montezuma County and is drawn to the natural beauty of the area. You can find her on 
Facebook @Behance.

Susan Keck lives in Cortez, Colorado and has been both a business owner and Cortez City Manager. 

Jessica Lykins is a graduate of the Dolores School District and lived in Cortez for many years.

Aida McDowell lives in Cortez, Colorado. You can find her on Instagram at @betsymc.art.

Ashley Nolan grew up in Montezuma County. You can find her on Instagram at @ashleynolanart and ashleynolanart.
com.

Rafe Obrien was born and raised in Cortez, Colorado. 

Blake Pirslin lives in Cortez, Colorado. She is a young mother who likes to draw and create art as  
a hobby.

Kate Rowan lives in Cortez, Colorado with her family. You can find her on Instagram at  
@katehasaclan.

Teegan Schlagel grew up in Cortez, Colorado and is currently a first-grade teacher.

Deb Silverman lives in Cortez, Colorado with her collaborator, Paul. A former field archaeologist, Deb’s artwork is 
inspired by the local area.

Jim Siscoe lives in Cortez, Colorado. He was inspired by his wife to start drawing again.

Ryan Spittler lives in Cortez, Colorado and works as an archaeologist in the Four Corners area.

Cynthia Switzer lives in Montezuma County. You can find her on Instagram @cinnersart  
and cinnersart.com.

Alia Trice lives in Cortez, Colorado. She doodles regularly, and posts drawings and photographs on Instagram @alia.
trice.

Tommy Tunnell was born and raised in Cortez, Colorado. His family has been in Cortez for several generations. At the 
creation of this book, he is a middle school student in Dolores.

Verde Design, a local Cortez based company, illustrated the Marmot for KSJD radio as the unofficial mascot of the 
station. Erik Quiroz, who works for KSJD, submitted the marmot for the coloring book.

Natalie Whitmer lives in Lewis Arriola, Colorado. At the printing of this book, she is a middle school student in 
Cortez.

Ronin Wise lives in Mancos, Colorado. You can find his work at sites.google.com/view/rtw-art.
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Historic Cortez Coloring Book

The Historic Cortez Coloring Book was created in 2024 by the City of Cortez, 
in collaboration with the City’s Historic Preservation Board and Public Arts 

Advisory Committee. The book was produced to help bring history to life and 
celebrate May as Historic Preservation Month.

Special thanks to City of Cortez lead project manager Helen West, graphic 
designer T.J. Zark, and our funding partners – LOR Foundation and  

Cortez Retail Enhancement Association.

All rights reserved by the City of Cortez and individual artists.  
To reproduce any portion of this book, please contact the City of Cortez.
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