
CITY OF CORTEZ, COLORADO 

ORDINANCE NO. 1346, SERIES 2025 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE CODE, ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, 

GUIDELINES, AND PROTOCOLS OF THE CITY OF CORTEZ, COLORADO TO 

ALLOW CITY COUNCILMEMBERS TO PARTICIPATE IN COUNCIL MEETINGS 

REMOTELY VIA VIDEOCONFERENCING OR OTHER ELECTRONIC MEANS 

WHEREAS, the City of Cortez, Colorado ("City") is a Colorado home rule municipality, duly 
organized and existing pursuant to Article 20 of the Colorado Constitution, the laws of the State 
of Colorado, and the Charter of the City of Cortez; and 

WHEREAS, Article III, Section 4 of the Cortez City Charter states that the City Council shall 
meet "at the City Hall;" and 

WHEREAS, numerous sections of the Cortez Municipal Code, certain ordinances, certain 
resolutions, certain adopted protocols, and the adopted Cortez Council Information Packet, 
include references to the City Council meeting "at the City Hall," and Councilmembers being 
"present" at a Council meeting, "attending" or "attend" a Council meeting, and being "physically 
present" at a Council meeting; and 

WHEREAS, technological advances have made remote working and remote electronic participation 

in meetings a viable and practical alternative to on-site and in-person participation in meetings; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to clarify and define the terms "at City Hall," "attend," 
"attending," "present," "physically present," and other references to Councilmember attendance at 
Council meetings, as used in the City's Charter, codes, resolutions, the Information Packet, and 
Council protocols; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council desires to amend and clarify the rules regarding Councilmember 
attendance on-site and in-person at Council meetings, and desires to adopt a policy governing the 

circumstances under which a Councilmember may participate in regular and special meetings, 

workshops, quasi-judicial proceedings, and executive sessions via online video conferencing or other 
electronic means ("Electronic Participation"). 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CORTEZ CITY COUNCIL AS 

FOLLOWS: 

REMOTE MEETING POLICY: The City Council may fully participate electronically, unless 
otherwise restricted .by law, in regular and special Council meetings, and in Council workshops 
(collectively "Meeting or Meetings") in accordance with the following rules: 

I. Electronic participation shall consist of clear, uninterrupted two-way communication via video
conferencing or other electronic means that allows the electronically participating
Councilmember to hear, speak, and see presentations during the Meeting, and allows persons
attending the Meeting in-person to hear, speak to, and see the electronically participating
Councilmember.
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